[Changes in the lungs and pleura following chemoembolization of liver tumors with mitomycin-lipiodol].
The authors performed 68 liver embolizations in 51 patients. As selectively as possible, Lipiodol, to block the capillary bed, and a chemotherapeutic agent were injected into the liver tumors. A CT performed 24 hours after treatment showed the distribution of the contrast medium which is also an indicator of the distribution of the chemotherapeutic agents. It was found that the contrast medium had accumulated not only in the liver but also in the lungs. Here, four different degrees of accumulation were found, according to the amount of Lipiodol used. Embolization of the liver thus involves potential hazards for the lungs, such as microembolisms, pneumonia, and toxic effects of the chemotherapeutic agents.